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From my Houfe in St. James's Square, 
February 17. 


Was lately vifited by a venerable 

Gentleman of my Acqovainctance, 

who has ao inexhauftibie ftock of 

Learning, and never fails to enter- 

tain me with Variety of odd Sub- 
jeéts. Whether he had been in Company 
with Men whe con verfe with inviltble Be- 
ings, or ia an vobodied State, 1 know not ; 
he was at this time upon very abftrule 
Points, and feem’d eager to carry my 
Thoughts into the Center of the Chaos, 
before rude Matter was regulated, which 
at firft a little forprized me ; but then he 
began to argue fo exc ellently upon the 
Original of the Creation, that he gave 
me many fine Idea’s of the Nature aad 
Caufe of prepetual Motion. In the mid- 
dle of ovr Difcourfe, there came ina 
Vertuofo ; he was much taken with his 
wonderful Genius, and enter’d intoa 
Debate upoa Difcoveries too fine for Per- 


fons whofe Senfes are only ftruck with 
De‘criptions of what is common, They 
nam d two of the bef Judges we have in 
our Publick $choolsof Sciences, who can 
fearch into Human Secrets with fuch ni- 
city, that there is a certain Sublim ty of 
Soul which fhines through ail their Works, 
and befpeaks them not only good P hilufo- 
phers,but even infpir'd with all the pureft 
Di@ates of fach Divine Principles, ag 

none ‘but Wife and thinking Men, are 
capable of comprehending. ; 
The Gentlemens Conferences made fo 
deep an Impreflion opon my Mind, that I 
fhut my felf up in my Study for all that 
Night, with an intent to take no other 
Retrefhment than the ule of Pen, Ink and 
Paper. But about Midaight an unufual 
Drowiinels feiz'd me: 1 was forc’d to 
lean upon the Desk, and allow my felf a 
fhort Kepofe, which was very much bro- 
ken; for between fleeping and waking 
I thought the Barth prefented her felf to 
my View, drefs’d in all the gay Colours 
which fhe wears in the Spring, and made 
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3 Motion as if the were defirous to deli- 
ver fomething of Moment tome, This 
firange kind of Vision o¢ Trance foon a- 
wak'd m-, and pur me upon writing 
down in Charadéters fome particular 
Notes by way of Memorandum, which I 
did with an incredible fwiftnefs and ex- 
aétoefs. I had no fooner fiaifhed that 
Work, which did not take up ten Mi- 
Gutes, but I was again thrown into a 
fort of an Amufement or Slumber: 1 
fancy'’d the fame Apparition came a fecond 
time, and fceem’d to frown opos me, be- 
caufe I took fo little notice of her, when 
fhe had oblig’d me with fuch a fort of 
Vifit as fhe had newer yet made to any of 
her greateft Favourites. Upon excufing 
my Rudenefs for running away foquickly, 
fhe turn’d her felf towards me, aod ina 
very cloquent Style gave me an account 
of her firft Original and Birth, of her 
being created about Five Thoufaod Seven 
Hundred Years ago, in a moft wonder. 
full Manner: She told me how fhe was 
fram’d in the Womb of the rude and 
black Chaos, amid a heap of confufed 
Rubbith, and how fhe came to break 
through the Bars of that dark Dungeon, 
in which her {cattered Particles were cuon- 
fin’d s and by what means fhe thooted 
forth into afrefh Region; how her Parts 
were brought to their perteét fhape ; how 
fhe proceeded every Miaute in her infen- 
fible Growth; how her Subftance was re- 
ceived and diftributed to every quarter, 
in her ob{cure Prifon: How Fire, Earth, 
Air and Water were ordered to their {e- 
veral Stations, with an agreeable $ymme- 
try, and how they placd themfelves in 
their diftin& Chambers, according to their 
Refpeétive Levity or Gravity, how ftria 
an Alliance was made between them; and 
how at laft, the came to affume al) her 
fight and Beauty. I was not ({aid the) 
form’d out of Atoms, or jumbled together 


with the greateft Confofion. The Air, 
the Water and the Rarth were not (oread 
all over the Chanss each part did poe 
oppofe each part, the Cold the Heats 
Moiftore and Drinefs, Lightnefs and Pon. 
derofity did not ftruggle one with ang. 
ther in one and che fame Body, al over 
the vaft exteot of rude Matter. Anin. 
vifible Power made us all, and as foon 
as we were form'’d, we did like the E}-. 
deft and Youugef Brothers and Sifters, 
take the particular Places afign’d us with- 
out the leaRControverfy or jarring Noife, 
She told me, that without the mutual 
Correfpondence of a different Sex, the 
Conceived within her Bowels, all living 
Creatures, and had ever fince been very 
fruitful in bringing forth new Generari. 
ons every Year: She (aid fhe had remain’d 
to this Day under the proteétion of her 
greatArchiteét, without any fenfibleDecay 
in her Strength and Nature, tho’ fhe had 
undergoo many Revolutions, and been 
often made to tremble with the Shocks of 
an unforefeen Enemy, who fteals una. 
wares into the hollow Caverns of her 
marvellous Edifice. After the had end. 
edher Speech, the vanifh'd out of fight, 
which brought me out of my Delirium 
or Frenzical Dream. By this time ic 
was break of Day, the ufual hour ofgo. 
ing to look over my Chapters, that were 
jefe unfinifh’d the preceding Night; but 
all chat fort of Bufinefs was entirely laid 
afide ; 1 was full of Plots and Schemes 
of anew Mode!, and led from one Scene 
of Variety to another, titl J came to pry 
into a certain Abyls of Secrets, where 
there is one Miracle plac’d by another, 
and the leaft that reaches our Idgas, is 
very confiderable. WhilftI was taking 
afurvey of thole Rarities, tho” they ap- 
pear’d fo very furprizing and intricate, 
yet Icould aot but look upon my felf to 
be in the higheft Circles of Reafon; 
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where the Laws of Infiuite are confpicu. 
ous: When my Mind came off from thofe 
high Notwosy I reficéted that it is no 
wonder there are fo few Difcourfes excant 
which treat of the Myriads of Beings 
that hang within the Curtain of the Uni- 
verfe, when Men of the nice& {peculati- 
ons confine themlelves as Prifuners ei- 
ther to their Books or the Town. Grave 
Antiquaries are feldom feen taking 
Draughts from the fi ft Original Copies, 
altho? every Piece is a little Library 
fill’d with wariety of Treatifes, anda 
fmail Repofirory crowded with admirable 
Rarities. Artificial Models only give an 
imperfe€&l Refemblance of things in 
clowded Colours, but Colleétions pen. 
cill’d out by the Deity, defcribe the 
natora] Beauty and Deformity of what 
they reprefent. In that great Volume 
of Nature, we fee feveral Cuts and Ir- 
fcriptions in every Page, very finely 
done, which afford variety of Matter. 
I have look’d ‘:.co this large Folio, after 
the Summer Quarter has drawn a thin 
vail over the Spring, and fhut up in Ob. 
fcarity Millions of pleafing Images; yet 
there remain’d ten thoufand lieces, each 
of which gave me a very pleafant Pree 
fpe&, At other times, I have gon into 
the Fields , when the Winter has let drop 
her thick Sheet, and vail’d from the Eye 
the Harveft and the fruitful Seafons and 
have been charm’d in looking into that 
Ipacious Apartment. Aud tho’ I thovght 
not to (pend three Moments, I have fta- 
died there the beft part of a Night and 
Day, before I could ftir from thence. My 
Books I call Dead Letters to thofe fair 
Manu(cripts: For every Root that lies 
buried in the Barth, is a large Copy that 
Offers to the Thoughts curious Notions. 
A Stone or Pebble is not without a dif- 
tinguifhing Mark from its neareft Neigh- 
bour, each of them is compos’d ef a fin- 


er or courfer Matter, of amore beautiful 
or defor:n’d Shape, or fometiing elfe 
that is particular, which either allowsa 
Preface to be made of it, or gives an Ee 
piftle of its own Curiofity. Every trif. 
ling thing is painted out in the ftrongeft 
and livelieft Colours; there isco need 
of a Pen to regifter any of the Works of 
Providence, they are very perfeétly done 
to our Hands. The Defcriptions we fee 
upon an Apple or a Nut afford us fub- 
ject of Diicourie as long as a Lawyer is 
in delivering a2 Plea. A Sloe ora Haw 
gives a fhort Hiftory of its Growth, and 
the inevitable Danger it runs of being 
defac’d and eaten up by the devouring 
Birds and Worms. What is imprinted 
on a Nettle or a Daily is admirable 
their Leaves are interwoven with little 
Fibres or fiae Hair like ftrings of a dif. 
ferent fize, and that Part which faces the 
Sky is more fmooth than the lower lide, 
which looks down towards the Earth. I 
had oo fooner ftrengthen’d my fight, fo 
as to make it pierce into the moft remote 
fpaces, to take another view of thofe 
Scenes that Ornament diftant Beings, 
but all my fublime Speculations were 
dafh'd at once: Company came in, and 
would have me out of my Study, under 
pretence that I had been too long con- 
fin’d. I told them the prejudice they 
did me was irreparable, by coming at an 
hour wheo / had juft receiv'’d fuch new 
Ideas of things as would have been 
Proof againft Sword, Fire, Thunder and 
the Injuries of Time. For / was forming 
in my Mind, one of the faireft Schemes 
in the Univerfe, to reprefent many great 
and {mall Bodies moving in their Natu. 
ral Spheres ; Nothing ({aid /) was clear- 
er, Of more intelligibly contrived. It 
would have been a Map for defcribing 
what is Pencil’d out in the minuteft Par. 
ticles,as well as in the largeft Figures,bue 

now 
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now / fear they'll find it come forth aa 
incoherent Piece more frightful than the 
Chaos, that the World told me the was 
tumbled out of, For it is impofhble to 
copy it out in 
atter fuch an interruption, as it would 
be ‘urprizing and wondertel, to fee a 
Child by running a Pencil upon a Piece ot 
Paper, according to his little Humour, 
draw a Pi@ore of Cafar as good and as 
like, as the beft that ever Michael Angelo 
could do. ‘Ihe Gentlemen fad, they 
were forry that they bad hinder’d me 
from immortalizing my Name, by utterly 
ruining the Beauty of my Models; yer 
they wanted to know when they receiv- 
ed their Birth, fo as they might come to 
fee the rough Draughts that new lie hid 
in the Embryo, which / pleaded they had 
defac'd. Afier my _Guefts were gon, / 
went to Bed very much vex'd at my 
Difappoiotment, but with a flrong im- 
preffion upon my Spirits as to what / had 
been taking a furvey of. The bare Re- 
membrarce of the fhort Leflons / found 
writ upon the Blades of Grafs plung d me 
gain intoanimmentity ofdeep Thoughts, 
about what was further to be obfervd in 
the ordinariefR Manuicripts of Nature; 
for the fine Draughts / had form’d in my 
Jdeas were now entirely broke to pieces, 
Thefe ReficGions threw me infenfibly 
intoa moft unaccountable Refverie, that 
cannot be properly call’d a Repofe or a 
Senfation. However it was, / tancy’d/ 
wasentertain’d with the following Di'- 
courfe without feeing any Perfon ftanding 
by me. When / got up inthe Morning, 
it dwelt fo ftrong upon me, that / wrote 
down the fubftance otf it as perfeét as my 
Memory was capable of retaining; aod 
Cif J am net miftaken) they are the par- 


its firft Original Luftre, 


ticular Sentences, If (id he) you can 
be fo tran{porced ia gazing oa very mean 
and triting Obj) ets, that appear plainly 
difcovered to you, how great would 
your furprize be, It you were to know 
the curious Contextures of every fecret 
that lies hid in the Deep Ocean, and is 
not in the Power of the Eye to model ; 
ard behod thole Ranges of Myfterics 
which run through the Veins of the arth, 
that all Human skill is by Infinite Degrees 
tco weak to find ovt! Not but that the 
trivial things you have been admiring, 
afford Employment fufhicient to take up 
a whole Age: For the Fruits and Flow. 
ers which grow up every Year, are mar- 
Vellous Pieces of Antiquity; the {mallet 
of them throws back a Door, and fhews 
a Scage fil'd with fine Scenes. We who 
are the Jchabitants of the invifible ftatc, 
have many things in your World per. 
fectly fec before us, which repreleot 
Magazines of Rarities; others arc kept 
from us as Secrets, and we can only per- 
ceive that they have a thoufand unknown 
Curiolities about them, which will lic 
conceal’d in their narrow Apartments, 
till che Great Fallof Nature, when the 
Images drawn out in the Landskip of the 
upper part of the Creation (which J hail 
acthis time ‘peak nothing of) will no 
longer appear in Masks, tho’ they now 
feemto be fuch extraordinary Pieces of 
Work, / was furprized at this Speech, 
and Aarted up to look if any Body was 
talking to me under the Window, but / 
could lee nothing, tho’ the Sky was 
clear and crowded with {mall Lights; {o 
that/ found / was carried into thefe 
Thovghts only by the brightnels of the 
Night, and the ftrong Inteofivenefs that 
lay imprefs'd upoa my Imagination. 


THE 





